5113(a)

Students
Attendance and Excuses

Connecticut State Law requires parents/guardians to cause their children to attend school regularly during the hours and terms the public school is in session.  Learning experiences that occur in the classroom are considered to be meaningful and essential components of the learning process.  Time lost from class tends to be irretrievable in terms of opportunity for instructional interaction.  The Board of Education requires that accurate records be kept of the attendance of each child.  A student should not be absent from school without the parent’s or guardian’s knowledge and consent.  Verification of absences should be written by parent or guardian. 

An absence shall be considered “excused” when a child does not attend school due to illness or injury, death in the immediate family, religious obligation, an emergency, or other exceptional circumstances.  Written excuse for such absences should be submitted to school officials by the child’s parent or guardian.  All other absences with or without written explanation shall be considered unexcused. 

Students attending school who are under five and over eighteen years of age, and whose attendance is not required by law, but who are registered in a public school, must maintain satisfactory attendance. 

The Superintendent shall ensure that administrative procedures and disciplinary actions for student attendance will be contained in the school’s parent-student handbook. 

A record of attendance is reported trimester on the student report card.  All absence notes and absence reports will be kept on file in the nurse’s office. 

Excessive Absence 
Unquestionably, excessive absence from school affects daily and annual progress in school.  A student is considered excessively absent if he/she misses more than twelve (12) schools days in any trimester.  Students who are excessively absent from school will be considered for possible retention. 

Absenteeism and Neglect 
Under certain individual circumstances, excessive absenteeism can be considered a form of neglect on the part of the parent(s) or guardian(s).  When the administration believes there is a problem of negligence, the case may be referred to the Department of Children and Families.  

Homebound Instruction
If a student is receiving instruction at home from a school appointed tutor, the child is not recorded as absent for that period of time. 

5113(b)

Students
Attendance and Excuses (continued)

A child who has attained the age of nineteen or older may be placed in an alternative school program or other suitable educational program if he/she cannot acquire a sufficient number of credits for graduation by age twenty-one.
School Suspension 
A student who is serving a suspension from school is recorded as absent by virtue of missing instruction for that school day. 

Absence and Make Up Work 

In the event of absence (excused), it is the student’s responsibility to make up all work missed as soon as possible.  Failure to do so may result in a reduced grade. 

Excused Absence
Child’s illness; death in family; religious holiday; emergency or other exceptional circumstances.
Teachers may provide make up, class work, or after school tutorial time for unexcused absences. 

Tardiness and Early Dismissal 

It is understandable that during the course of a school year, a student may, under certain circumstances need to arrive at school late or need to leave school early.  It is the parent(s) or guardian(s) responsibility to keep the number of occurrences at the lowest level possible since a repeated pattern of tardiness or early dismissal will adversely affect academic progress.  A teacher/principal/parent conference will be held if a student’s pattern of lost school time is jeopardizing regular school development. 

Request for Early Dismissal 

Request for release of a student during the school day must be handled by the office to ensure maximum provisions for the safety and welfare of the student. 

Parents/guardians or designee requesting dismissal before the normal end of the school day for students in grades kindergarten through 8 must make a written request.  The designated adult of students in grades K-8 must come into the school office to pick the student up and sign the student out. 

Early dismissal should be requested only in emergency or unusual situations.

5113(c)

Students
Attendance and Excuses

Legal Reference:
Connecticut General Statutes



10-15 Towns to maintain schools



10-15c Discrimination in public schools prohibited.  School attendance by five-year-olds



10-76a - 10-76g re special education



10-184 Duties of parents (re mandatory schooling for children ages five to sixteen, inclusive) as amended by PA-98-243, and PA 00-157



10-186 Duties of local and regional boards of education re school attendance. Hearings. (Amended by PA 96-26 An Act Concerning Graduation Requirements and Readmission and Placement of Older Students)



Appeals to State Board.  Establishment of hearing board



10-233a - 10-233f Inclusive; re: suspend, expel, removal of pupils



10-233c Suspension of pupils



10-233d Expulsion of pupils



10-261 Definitions



10-76a-1 General definitions (c) (d) (q) (t)
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