1110(a)
Community Relations

Media of Communication

Distribution of Printed Material

The Board of Education believes it is important to inform the public about school curriculum, programs, and activities so citizens can participate in these programs. Concurrently, the school staff administration, and Board of Education should be aware of the community’s goals and concerns for its children so they may be given consideration in curriculum, program, and activity revisions.

The Board encourages public input into the decision making process. To this end, the Board supports and encourages various means such as publications, press releases, open houses, websites and public events to disseminate school district information and to hear from the community.
Community members are encouraged to visit the District’s website for information about the district including Board of Education and staff e-mail addresses. This will also provide an opportunity for citizens to offer input into District activities or plans.

The community relations program shall be a concurrent responsibility of the Board of Education’s Communication Sub-Committee and the Superintendent of Schools. The Superintendent of Schools shall work with members of the Board of Education to conduct an active and comprehensive informational program throughout the school district.

Staff members shall be kept informed of community relations efforts, and their support and participation in such efforts shall be sought.

The Board of Education believes in the widest possible dissemination of news concerning the schools and shall cooperate fully with the press, radio, and television to assure that news coverage is complete, balanced, and accurate.

The Board of Education will place on its agenda any properly signed written communication from a citizen or organization. Appropriate action will then be taken. This action may be a review of the question to the Superintendent.
Board minutes shall be available in unapproved form, within 7 days of a Board meeting excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays; a written record of Board votes shall be available for public inspection in the Superintendent office within 48 hours of a Board meeting excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays. (In determining the time herein, any day on which the Board office is closed shall also be excluded.)

It should be made clear to anyone wishing to review minutes that they are unofficial until approved by the Board of Education.
1110(b)
Community Relations

Media of Communication
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1110.1
Community Relations

Parent Involvement

The Board of Education believes that the education of children is a cooperative effort among the parents, school and community.  In this policy the word “parent” also includes guardians and other family members involved in supervising the child’s schooling.
Research demonstrates that increased involvement improves student achievement.  Parental involvement initiatives in the school system will accommodate diversity, be flexible, promote effective two-way communication, and offer opportunities for all parents to participate.  The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all district staff.
Further, the Board of Education believes that the administration must take whatever steps are necessary to facilitate a broad variety of opportunities for parents to connect frequently with the schools in which their children are enrolled, and with the overall system.  Each option should:
1. Encourage strong home-school partnerships; 

2. Provide for consistent and effective communication between the parents and school officials; 

3. Offer parents ways to assist and encourage their children to do their best; 

4. Offer ways parents can support classroom learning activities; and 

5. Provide opportunities for parents to have a voice in the planning and decision making at both the school and district level.
In order to afford all parents opportunities for involvement in educational process, activities and the scheduling of all those activities must take into account the needs of working parents.
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