6161
Instruction
Approval of Textbooks
Textbooks (print/online programs, etc.) placed in service at all levels of instruction shall have the approval of the Board. 

Texts to be used in English, health and social studies classes, or any book deemed to be controversial by the Superintendent of Schools shall be subject to review automatically by the Board between regularly scheduled meetings after presentation.  All other texts may be approved when presented by the Superintendent of Schools at any regularly scheduled meeting.

Legal Reference:
Connecticut General Statutes




10-18a Contents of textbooks and other general instructional materials




10-221 Boards of education to prescribe rules.




10-228 Free textbooks, supplies, materials and equipment.




10-228a Free textbook loans to pupils attending nonpublic schools as amended by PA 07-190, An Act Concerning Textbook Loans.




10-229 Change of textbooks.
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6161.7
Instruction
Use of Proprietary Software Products
It is the intent of the Board of Education to adhere to the provisions of copyright law (Title 17, U.S. Code) and publishers' license agreements, including trade secret provisions, in the area of proprietary software products.  (Proprietary products are those made or marketed by persons having exclusive manufacturing and sales rights, who may or may not be the copyright holders.) Therefore, persons may use or cause to be used on school system computing equipment only software that is included in one of the following categories:


A.
Public domain (i.e., uncopyrighted) software.


B.
Software covered by a licensing agreement with the software author, authors, vendor, or developer, whichever is applicable (a licensing agreement is a legal contract authorizing use of the software).


C.
Software purchased by a school or school system, with a record of the purchase on file.


D.
Software purchased by the user, with a record of purchase available for verification.


E.
Software donated officially accepted by the Board.


F.
Software being reviewed or demonstrated by the users in order to reach a decision about possible future purchase, license, or acceptance of a donation.


G.
Software written or developed by an employee for use by the schools or to assist in training school district personnel.


H.
Software developed by a non-employee under contract to the school system for use by the school system or to assist in training school district personnel.

In addition, none of the software in the categories listed above may be used or obtained in violation of copyright law or licensing agreements.

Licensing agreements or other forms of documentation covering software shall be kept on file at the location where the computer program is used.
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6161.7
Instruction
Use of Proprietary Software Products
Software Copyright

It is the intent of the Board of Education to adhere to the provisions of copyright laws in the area of computer programs. Though there continues to be controversy regarding interpretation of those copyright laws, the following procedures represent a sincere effort to operate legally. We recognize that computer software piracy is a major problem for the industry and that violations of computer copyright laws contribute to higher costs and greater efforts to prevent copies and/or lessen incentives for the development of effective educational uses of computers. Therefore, in an effort to discourage violation of copyright laws and to prevent such illegal activities:

1. 
District employees will be expected to adhere to the provisions of Public Law 96-517, Section 7(b) which amends Section 117 of Title 17 of the United States Code to allow for the making of a back-up copy of computer programs. This states that “it is not an infringement for the owner of a copy of a computer program to make or authorize the making of another copy or adaptation of that computer program provided:


a.
that such a new copy or adaptation is created as an essential step in the utilization of the computer program in conjunction with a machine and that it is used in no other manner, or


b. 
that such a new copy and adaptation is for archival purposes only and that all archival copies are destroyed in the event that continued possession of the computer program should cease to be rightful.”
2. 
When software is to be used on a network, efforts will be made to secure this software from copying.

3. 
Illegal copies of copyrighted programs may not be made or used on school equipment.

4. 
The legal or insurance protection of the District will not be extended to employees who violate copyright laws.

5. 
The Superintendent of Schools or his/her designee of this school district may sign license agreements for software for schools in the district.
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