6163.1

Instruction
Library Books and Library Materials
The Union School staff shall select books and other library materials for values of interest, information and enlightenment of all the people of the community. Books shall not be excluded because of the race, nationality, or the social, political, or religious views of the authors.

The Union School library shall provide books and other materials presenting all points of view concerning the issues and problems of our times and no library books or materials shall be proscribed or removed from library because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval.

Should a book or materials become the object of controversy and censorship, the following policy shall be in effect:

1.
In accordance with Section 10-221 of the Connecticut General Statutes, the final decision for controversial reading matter shall rest with the Board of Education. Such decision shall be made following careful examination and discussion of the book or reading material with school administration and any other parties the Board may wish to include. The Board of Education shall base its decision regarding the works in question on legitimate pedagogical interests.

2.
No parent or group of parents has the right to determine the reading matter for students other than their own children.

3.
The Board does recognize the right of an individual parent to request that his or her child not have to read a given library book.

Legal Reference:
Connecticut General Statutes




10-182 Contents of textbooks and other general instructional materials.
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6163.11

Instruction
Media Center (Library)

Gifts of Library Materials
The Board of Education welcomes gifts of books, magazines, news clippings and other materials intended for use in school library and in public school classrooms. It is understood that items donated for use will be evaluated by professional school system staff and will be added to collections after examination and appraisal concerning the items factual nature, its relevance to the curriculum, its quality, and its overall merit. Items donated to the school system can be evaluated and can be discarded. Such items become the property of the school system and materials other than memorial gifts can be weeded just as are materials purchased for use.

(cf. 3280 - Gifts, Grants and Bequests)

Legal Reference:
Connecticut General Statutes




10-47 Powers of regional board




10-237 (c) School activity funds
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6163.3(a)
Instruction
Live Animals in the Classroom

No student shall bring any live animal, whether pet or wild, to any classroom without prior consent of the teacher and the Principal, in order to protect both the animal and the students.

Teachers may bring and maintain goldfish or tropical fish in suitable bowls or tanks, but turtles, birds, snakes, or other animals which might present a health hazard shall not be allowed without the approval of the Principal, and then only for class observation and study for a limited period of time.

Science teachers may have animals such as rats, mice and frogs in appropriate facilities in or adjacent to laboratories for the purpose of class study and experimentation, provided that the utmost care is taken to prevent accident and/or suffering to the animals.

Seeing-eye (Guide), hearing and service dogs are permitted on school buses and in school facilities to perform the functions for which they are trained.  Such animal must wear a “harness or an orange-colored leash and collar which makes it readily identifiable as a guide dog” that is licensed.  Fees cannot be assessed due to the presence of the dog, but if the dog causes any damage to the premises, the dog user or his/her parents/guardians are liable.

The School Principal, prior to authorizing a program involving the exhibition of wild animals, shall request and review the following documents:

· Exhibitor’s license issued by the United States Department of Agriculture (mammals only).

· An official interstate health certificate signed by a veterinarian and dated no earlier than 60 days prior to entry into Connecticut (mammals only).

· Permit from the DEP Wildlife Division authorizing the exhibitor to import or possess a wild bird, wild mammal, reptile, amphibian or invertebrate (where applicable).

· Exhibitor’s certificate of liability insurance to cover the specific event (typically for $1 million).

· List and description of the animals to be exhibited.

· Exhibitor’s written statement that describes how the animals will be exhibited and how the animals will be securely confined when not on display. The statement should address safety concerns to prevent wild animals from having direct contact with people and to preclude the public from approaching wild animals.

(cf. 6163.32 - Service Animals)

6163.3(b)
Instruction
Live Animals in the Classroom

Legal References:
Connecticut General Statutes




10-221 Boards of education to prescribe rules, policies and procedures




46a-42 Mobility impaired person

46a-44 through 46a-64 Public accommodations and transportation, admittance to

Section 504 and the Federal Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 20 U.S.C. 706(7)(b)

American Disability Act of 1989
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6163.31
Instruction
Dissection of Animals
Introduction

The dissection of animals has a well established place in the teaching of life sciences.  Well-constructed dissection activities conducted by thoughtful instructors can illustrate important principles in biology.  Learning theory further reinforces the benefit of learning from active experiences rather than passive learning alone.  The Union Public School believes that dissection of animals and/or specific parts thereof is a valuable method of giving students a motivating, active biological experience in the study of the anatomy and physiology of organisms.

Procedure

When dissection of animals is used in the classroom, it must be part of an approved program of studies/curriculum that:


a.
the teacher thoroughly explains the learning objectives of the lesson and utilizes additional worksheet/audio-visual materials to maximize the educational benefit of the experience;


b.
all specimens be treated in a scientific manner.

All students shall be informed, prior to the dissection, that they have the option of discussing individual objections to dissection with the appropriate teacher/administrator.  Objections to dissection can be initiated by the parent or student, in writing, and may be based on religious grounds, ethical grounds, or if the process is repulsive to the student.  Students raising an objection to dissection shall be given an alternative assignment by the teacher and the grade will be used in lieu of dissection grade(s).
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6163.31
Instruction
Dissection of Animals
When dissection of animals is used in the classroom, it must be part of an approved program of studies/curriculum that:


a.
the teacher thoroughly explains the learning objectives of the lesson and utilize additional worksheet/audio-visual materials to maximize the educational benefit of the experience;


b.
all specimens be treated in a scientific manner.

In addition, the following requirements shall be met prior to the dissection of animals taking place in the classroom:


1.
All science teachers will be informed of Board policy #6163.31 through a written memo from the school administration.


2.
All students and parents will be advised in writing of the choice policy for students prior to the start of any course involving animal dissection.


3.
Students’ grades will not be affected by the choice of alternatives and all students will be treated in the same manner.


4.
Alternatives to dissection will be available in all life science classes for students who opt not to dissect.  These students will be given material containing the specific activities to be completed and the resources to be used.
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